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H. GRUBENBECHER, 
Artistic Wood Carving Works, 

159 LUDLOW ST., NSAS STAHTOIT, NEW YOEX. 




Ornamental and F1g:ure Carving for Interior 
Decorations, I'umiture, etc. Carvings reproduced 
bv Machine from Plaster, Wood or Metal Patterns, 
also Ornamental "Wood Patterns for Casting made 
to order. Estimates given. 




Well that is Remarkable. I was out all 
day In the rain, and yet my shoes are as black 
and glossy as if they had just been polished. 

MY WIFE 

told me time and again that I would yet com3 
around to dressing my shoes with 

ACME BLACKING, 

just like she does. 



For sale In Groceries, Shoe Stores, Drug Storei 
and Retailers in general. 

Sample Bottle by Mall, 25c. 
WOLFF & RANDOLPH, Philadelphia. 



HINTS AND NOTIONS. 

Colonial Woodwork. The Sanitary Engi- 
neer^ in reply to an architect's inquiry, Jiow to 
obtain the ivory finish used so much for pro- 
ducing the Colonial wood work effect, says 
that from five to seven coats of oil paint are 
applied. With the last two Japan varnish and 
ivory white are mixed, so as to give the polish. 
Each coat of paint is rubbed down before the 
next is applied. With the last two coats, 
pumice stone is used for rubbing down. With 
cherry wood, five coats will do ; with pine, 
seveu are needed to get the same finish. 

Omamentingr Backs of Fern Cases. 
Fern cases may be improved in appearance, 
where the view from a window interferes with 
the exhibit, by painting on the back glass, 
which should be ground, fruit and flower sub- 
jects, birds, fern leaves, etc. If the fern case 
shows rock work or other picturesque arrange- 
ment, a landscape scene according with it may 
be painted, and will have the effect of appar- 
ently enlarging the case. 

A Child's Bedstead. To make a child's 
bedstead purchase one of the ordinary little 
iron bedsteads and go over it with gold paint 
to imitate brass. Then make a framework for 
the top of the bedstead of slat work, and cover 
with dainty white lace and muslin over pink or 
blue chambrey, which is better than silk, as it 
will bear frequent washing. Loop the draper- 
ies each side with pink or blue ribbons. 

Art Tiles. Some of the designs in art tiles 
are formed by pressing into the surface, whiL*t 
in a plastic state, actual stalks, leaves and 
flowers, reliefs being taken from the impress- 
ions, either the intaglio or an embossed design 
supplying a pattern for the dies. Intaglio tiles 
may have the incised lines filled with enameled 
colors corresponding in hue, if desired, to the 
objects impressed. 

Whitewash. When using the ordinary 
old fashioned whitewash of slacked lime add a 
small quantity of liquid blueing. It will give 
it a pearly white tint. 



NOTICE TO ARTISTS AND 
SCULPTORS. 



The Trustees of the James Lick Trust hereby invite designs on paper, 
for the construction of the groups of Historical Statues to be erected in the 
space set apart in front of the City Hall of San Francisco, California, and in 
accordance with Thirteenth Trust in James Lick's Deed of Trust, to wit : 

XIII. **And in further trust to erect under the supervision of the said 
parties of the second part and their successors at the City Hall in the City 
and County of San Francisco, a group of Bronze Statuary, well worth one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), which shall represent, by appropriate 
designs and figures, the history of California. First, from the early settlement 
of the Missions to the acquisition of California by the United States ; second, 
from the acquisition by the United States to the time when Agriculture be- 
came the leading interest of the State ; Third, from the last named period to 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four (1874)." 

The space set apart for the location of the Monumental Group being 
ample, it is desired that the value appropriated shall be represented ade- 
quately in groups of statues suflBciently massive to combine the greatest effect 
with historical accuracy and artistic workmanship in detail throughout. 

That all the plans to be submitted shall be made on a scale of not less 
than three-quarters of an inch, and not more than one inch to a foot, and 
from the various designs which may be submitted, three will be selected by 
the Trustees for consideration and further modifications to be made, if found 
desirable. 

The artists submitting these three designs selected, will be invited to 
submit models and full details for competition. The artist, whose plans and 
models are finally selected from these three, will be entitled to enter into a 
contract, containing proper covenants and agreements, for the construction of 
the work, with said Trustees, and the remaining two, whose designs are not 
accepted, will receive five hundred dollars ($500) each. 

Prominence to be given to bronze in composition of Statues, as required 
by the terms of the said Thirteenth Trust. Preference, so far as practicable, 
to be given to materials obtained in California. Sketches to be all submitted 
on or before the fifteenth day of September, 1887. 

The expenses of advertising and other incidental expenses, and the sum 
of one thousand dollars for the purpose above mentioned, will be reserved 
from the said sum of one hundred thousand dollars. 

The Trustees reserve the right to reject any or all sketches and designs 
submitted. 

Information can be obtained at this office, or at the Lick Trust, San 
Francisco, California. 



Arttstic House Furmshtng 

CARPETS, BUGS, CURTAINS, PAPER HANGINGS. 
HIGH CLASS INTERIOR DECORATIONS OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS A 

SPECIALTY. 
CAN REFER TO REPRESENTATIVE JOBS IN OTHER CITIES. 
A LARGE AND COMPREHENSIVE ASSORTMENT IN ALL DEPART- 
MENTS CONSTANTLY ON EXHIBITION 

William H. Post & Co., 

William If. Post. rr /r j r^ 

E. s. Yergason. Jriartjord, Lofiu. 



James M. Nelson. 
Ezra T. Nelson. 



Elias Matter. - 



.'AMES G. MacBride. 
Jay D. Utley. 



NELSON, MATTER & CO., 




manufacturers of 



purnitur]^ 



NEW YOBK 
WAREROOM : 

202 & 204 Canal St. 

CHICAGK) 
WARERQOM: 

267 & 269 Wabash Ave. 



I TO 15 LYON STREET,' GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 




^ ^ _ #> ffl # 



New York Warerooms, IT Elizabeth Street. 



SYPHER & CO., 

Union Square, corner Broadway and Seventeenth St., New York, 

ART DEALERS. 

IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS. 



This stock offers peculiar opportunities for parties contemplating Furnishing or Decorating. Choice 
styles in Old English, French, Dutch and Italian. 

CABINET WORK for Drawing-room. Library, Hall, Dining and Bedroom. 
Old English. Dutch and American Silver Ware a specialty. 



The Hartford Carpet Co., 

OFEBATINa OVEB 400 LOOMS ON 

Moquettes, Wiltons, Body Brussels, Imperial Three-plys 
and Extra Super Ingrains. 



THE OLDEST CARPET MANUFACTURING CONCERN IN AMERICA. 



For more than fifty years the Hartford Company has been recognized as one of the leading carpet 
manufacturing concerns of the world. With the best of modern machinery it is enabled to produce a 
fabric which has never been excelled, and its corps of designers has always included the most skillful 
artists that could be procured either at home or abroad. No other concern has ever surpassed it in the 
number, variety and general excellence of the patterns produced. 



REUNE MARTIN & SONS, Agents, 

114 & 116 'Worth Street, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY ALL FIRST CLASS DEALERS. 
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NEW YORK 



Brass Furniture Co. 



39 UNION SQUARE, N. Y 





BEMOVIID FBOIC 

i6 EAST FOURTEENTH STREET. 

BRASS BEDSTEADS. 
BRASS TABLES 

Chairs, Easels, Screens 
Fire Sets, Fenders, 

ETC., ETC., 

m BBIGHT-POIilSHED, ANTiatTE OE 

OXYBIZED FINISH, THAT DO NOT 

BEaXXIBE CIiKAJTINO. 




BIBB'S Celebrated Original 

BALTIMORE 
PLAc^E HEATERS 

To warm tipper and lowerroomu 
The Ilandiiuuifst and illost Eco- 
DuiiileulCoilblovnIn t be world. 

B. C. BIBB & SON 

StOTe Foundert, Baltimore, 9Id« 

M.IRBLEIZED SIATE MANTELS 
New and Beautiful Beaigna. 



MANUFACTURERS OP 

Copper Boilers, Bath Tubs, 

Sho-wers, Closet Pans, Sinks, Foot 

and Seat Tubs, 

143 & 145 EAST THIRTY-FIRST ST., 

NK^V YORK. 



HINTS AND NOTIONS. 

Headers will please meit Hon The Decorator 
AND Furnisher in writing our advertisers. 

Gilding Leather. The leather is to be 
covered with gold size and leaf gold or gold 
powder put on. The mode practised for hang- 
ings for rooms, screens, etc., is not properly 
gilding but lacquering, being done by means 
of leaf silver, colored with a yellow varnish. 
This not only admits of a great variety of de- 
signs in embossed work, resembling either 
gilding or silver, but also of the addition of 
paintings of almost every sort. The silver is 
burnished before the varnish is put on. The 
varuish is made of four and a half pounds of 
resin, the same quantity of common resin, two 
and a half pounds of gum sandarach, and two 
pounds of aloes, bruised and melted in an 
earthen pot over a flameless fire of charcoal. 
When melted and mixed seven pounds of lin- 
seed oil are to be added, and when suflBciently 
boiled, half an ounce of litharge or half an 
ounce of red lead. If some be taken up in a 
silver spoon and prove of the consistence of 
thick syrup, and when dry glues the fingers 
together, and has a shining appearance, it is 
suflSciently boiled. If the yellow is not sufll- 
ciently strong add more aloes. 

Styles of Decoration. In the past there 
have been distinct schools of art, conventional, 
realistic and ideal, which are now merging Into 
one another, for true art cannot exist which 
does not combine the three. Natural decora- 
tion is conformity to the organic laws of 
growth ; idealistic to the control of some gov- 
erning idea ; geometrical, distribution of space 
and balance of composition ; conventional, a 
central unity of motive developing Into erratic- 
variety. 

Discoloration of Harble Mantels. It 
is always vexatious to find a fine marble man- 
tel discolored. . A quantity of the strongest 
soap lees, with quick lime, mixed to the con- 
sistence of milk, should be laid on the stone 
for twenty-four hours, and cleaned off after- 
wards with soap and water. Then rub the sur- 
face with fine putty powder and olive oil. 

Mural Tablets. The designs of many of 
the sculptured mural tablets which abound in 
old English and Continental churches and ca- 
thedrals, if carried out in carved wood or 
compo would form admirable overdoors for 
large, imposing apartments, not resting on the 
lintel but erected separately, so as to appear 
to be embedded in the wall above. 

Positive Colors and their Complement- 
aries. A positive color should never be con- 
joined to Its complementary, as otherwise its 
nearest edge will appear to be deprived of all 
the colored rays it has in common with the 
other. A color not allied to either In composi- 
tion should intervene, if only a narrow band. 

Basket and Beed Chairs. The Improved, 
elegant styles in which basket and reed chairs 
are made, renders them great favorites in 
drawing-room furniture. They are well set off 
by tapestry seat and pillow work in ardoise 
blue and cream lampas. 



EBEN PEEK, 

Dealer in Yello^v Pine, 

For Trim Moulding's, SteQS, Flooring:, Ceiling* and Wainscoting:, also Comb Grain Flooring:. 

24TH ST. AN D iiTH AVE ., NEW YORK. 

PIANING MILL ON PREMISES. TELEPHONE CALL, " 165 2l8T STREET." 
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ORDERS BY MAIL PROMPTLY EXECUTED. 




J. B. HOLMES, 

House, Sign and Ornamental Painter, 

PAPER HANGER AND DECORATOR IN 
PAINT AND PAPER. 

DEALER IX 

WINDOW SHADES AND WINDOW CORNICES, 

Oil Cloths all widths, Table Cloths, Cords, Tassels, etc. 
207 Hudson St., near Canal, N. Y. 

SIMPSON TOLAN, 
Hard Wood and Pine Lumber, 

BLACK WALNUT, OAK, ASH, CHERRY, BUTTERNUT, MAHOGANY, ETC. 

Cor. Eleventh Ave. and Twrenty-fourth St., New York. 

aUABTEBED OAK A SPECTALTY. 



Morton s Metal, Cable & Champton 
SASH CHAINS 

AND PATENTED ATTACHMENTS, 



MADE ONLY BY 



THOMAS MORTON, 

No. 65 ELIZABETH STREET, NE^V YORK. 



Phoenix Furniture Co. 

Nos. 175 AND 177 Canal Street, New York. 



WHOLESALE MANUPACT0BERS OF 



Furniture of all kinds for the Trade. 

WARDROBE FOLDING BEDS A SPECIALITY. 

<-«>* 

FACTORY AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 



THE 



PROVIDENTIAL 

Tile Works, 

TRENTON, N. J. 



ARTtTILE, 



For Hearths, Mantels, Dados, Exterior and Interior 
Architectural Decorations. 

Special Desigms Executed in the Higrliest Style of Ceramic Art. 
BROOME, KTRKHAM & ROBINSON. 



L. R. HARTUNG, 

■^ Fine Cabinet Work, Mantels, Doors, Wainscoting 8^ 

CEILINGS, BANKS, OFFICE WORK, ETC. 

Inlaid Flooring, Wood Carpet, Parquet Floor, 



No. 412 East Twenty-third Street, 



Factories. 317 East 22d Street. 



NE^V YORK. 



BOOKS for the TRADE. 



Two volumes that every practical 
worker In the Furniture or Furnishing 
Trades should have and study. 

* 

THE 
WORKSHOP COMPANION. 

A cbllectioii of Useful and Reliable Recipes, Rules. 
Processes, Methods, Wrinkles and Practical Hints 
for the Household and the Shop. 
Price, 36 cents. 



PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

FOR CABINET MAKERS, 

UPHOLSTERERS AND FURNITURE MKN 

GENERALLY, 

Together with a description of all kinds of Finish- 
ing, Varnishes, Stains, Dyes, Gilding, Lacquers, 
Metals, etc., etc. 

Price, Sl.OO. 

The most complete works ever published, addressed 
directly to practical men. 

Address, 

The Decorator and Fumiaher Co., 

30 East Fourteenth St., N. Y. 
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AMERICAN ENCAUSTIC 
jf^ TILING COMPANY 



[limited]. 
Patentees and Manufacturers of 
Artistic Embossed, Glazed, Inlaid, Enameled, 
Decorated 



and 



Tiles 



for Floors, Walls, Fire-places, Cabinet Work, Archi- 
tectural Enrichment and general Internal and Exteraal 
Decorative purposes. 
Designs and estimates upon application. 

Showrooms, ii6 West 23d Street, N. Y. 
Works, Zanesville,Ohlo. 
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1 ^[jIWEli a OPALESCENT GLfl^ 







ECCLESIASTICAL AND DOMESTIC 

34 EAST HOUSTON STREET, 
K«AE Beoadway, N E W YORK. 



Beautiful and Lastingr for Ornamentingr 
Windows, Doors, Transoms, &c. 



Stained 

Glass 



SUBSTITUTE 



AT SMALL COST. Send for Illustrated Catalogue 
and Prices. Samples by mail 25 cents. 

WM. C. YOUNG, Sole Agent, 

793 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE. 




HINTS AND 



NOTIONS. 



Colors for Painting on Glass. Red, for 
flesh tints, is a chemical composition of oxide 
of iron, obtained by calcining green vitriol. A 
deeper and richer red is obtained by calcining 
a mixture of sulphate of iron and sulphate of 
potash, whilst another red consists of sienna 
ground in solution of sulphate of potash, the 
potash being afterwards separated by water. 
Purple is from pure gold dissolved in nitric 
acid and hydrochloric acid precipitated by a 
solution of tin. Carmine tint is 'obtained by 
adding to the purple chloride of silver. -5 Blue 
is obtained from oxide of cobalt, minium, 
silica and nitrate of potash. Yellow comes 
from mixing ochre with chloride of silver or 
antimonite of lead and oxide of zinc. Green 
is obtained from minium, silica and the oxides 
of copper and iron. Brown is frequently the 
oxide of iron treated with alkalies and the pre- 
cipitate calcined to a great heat. 

Decoration and Fumishingr of Japanese 
Dwellings. Some of the more imposing of 
these structures have gorgeously decorated 
ceilings, and wall spacei<, panels and slides are 
ornamented with elaborate painting by the 
brush ; the interior, however, of the imperial 
palace "at Kyoto can only boast extreme sim- 
plicity and elegance. Prominent features are 
elegant balustrades and handrails of the exter- 
ior galleries and the wooden screens dividing 
the verandahs. Outside a central garden dotted 
with quaint paths of stepping stones, and stone 
lanterns, and thickly set with dwarf trees and 
shrubs will be one entered by a picturesque 
gate, designed to suggest natural landscape, 
such as mountain and water scenery'. 

Double Curtains. When double curtains 
are adopted it is a good arrangement for one 
to predominate in warm, the other in cold hues. 
Whether the materials are opaque or transpar- 
ent the colors should be delicate and full of 
light. The shimmering changes in depth of 
tint as one color is reflected on or seen through 
the other, impart a certain subtlety or tender- 
ness to the hues thus gradated in intensity by 
the diapason of the folds. Lavender, violet, 
pink, yellow, light green and blue accord with 
the more decided colors, as crimson, scarlet, 
chocolate, blue and dark myrtle. 

Painting* on Plush in Metallic Colors. 
All painting involving light and shade is to be 
executed with reference to some one point from 
which the light proceeds. In painting on plush 
the light should be taken as falling from above. 
This will give admirable play to shades. The 
colors are to be mixed with the prepared liquid 
to a somewhat thick consistence, and very little 
taken at once on the brush. The strokes, long 
and short, are to be made perpendicularly. 

Machine Inlaying. A carving machine 
has been brought into requisition for preparing 
the bed of inlays in panels of wood, and which 
then proceeds to cut out corresponding forms. 



Established 1850 



BsT^uBH^isso. SHARPLESS & WATTS, 

Agents and Importers of Minton's Decorative Tiles, Sinzig Encaustic, and Imitation Mosaic. 

Designers and Manufacturers of Ceramic Mosaic for Hearths, Mantel Facings, etc., 

Wood Mantels and Artistic Fireplace Brasses. 

AGENTS FOR J. S. CONOVER & CO., NEW YORK. 



C. Carstenb. 



BASEB BXTIIiDINa, 1522 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 



Keystone Stained Glass IVorks. 



MAIN OFFICE AND FACTORY, 

No. 271 South Fifth Street, 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNA 



BRANCH OFFICE, 

6 and 8 North Eleventh Street, 



Antique and Modern Stained Glass in all its Branches, 
designs and estimates furnished on application. 



DE816NS » ESTIMATESoN APPLICATION/ 

SiMED60IJWIN 
'1201 MBRKET S? PHILADA PI 
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Continental 
Stained Glass IVorks, 



H. Krauss. 



7 BOYLSTON STREET, 

First door from Washington Street. 



BOSTON, MASS. 



TIDDEN & ARNOLD, 



Stained Glass and Art Metal Work, 

No. 102 MONTAGUE STREET, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 



p. H. J. LOAN. 



T. P. KELLEY. 



Central Ornamental Glass Works, 

LOAN & KELLEY, 

Manufacturers of and Dealers in 

Stained, Enameled, X^ T yl O O Ground, Beveled, 

.. \jl^yji\^\3 Rounded & Colored. 



Cut and Embossed. 



For Door Panels, Transoms, Prescription Cases, Drugrgists' Sigms, RsUroad Cars, 

Steamboats, Offices, Public Building, Churches, etc. 

Estimates furnished for Church Work of all descriptions. 

No. 35 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 



BOOTH & RIESTER, 



ECCLESIASTIC AND 

DOMESTIC 
ART STAINED GLASS. 



STAINED GLASS^ 



OPALESCENT 

AND 

JEWELLED GLASS. 



No. 29 PEARL STREET, BUFFALO, N. Y, 



SAMUEL WEST, 
-^ Stained* Glass* Works §«- 

471 TREMO NT ST., BOSTON. 

Thirty years' experience in Stained Glass enables the subscriber to produce Modem and Medizoval 
styles of work equal to any European examples, for 

Churches, Private Residences, Halls, &c. 

The value of the work is attained by a careful selection of colors in Cathedral, Antique and Opalescent 
Glass. Designs in accord with architect's plans furnished at short notice. Reference of work at office. 
Medals for excellence in Stained Glass from 1851. 



T. ASPINWALL & SON, 
TI LES of all descriptions MOSAICS. 

For Floors, Walls, Hearths, Fireplaces and Decoration Generally. 
Sole Agents in the iT. S. for MINTON'S and for the CAMPBELL TILE CO. 

ARTISTIC WOOD MANTELS. 

GRATES, ^ OPEN * FIREPLACES, h^ BRASS * ANDIRONS, •#. FENDERS, ♦ ETC, 

Mantels and Fireplaces furnished and fitted complete; Special designs and estimates on 

application (free of charge). 

75 & 77 West Twenty-third Street (Masonic Temple), New York. 



EjIA^LI^HED 
I869 



NCOF^POKATED 
1883 



'VATe have recently introduced the " Pyrographic" 
process of embossing in colors on a delicate, clear 
ground, and are now prepared to furnish this 
-work in endless designs. It is especially adapted 
for doors, transoms, vestibute lights, office fittings, 
etc., etc. 

J^jyt- Whipple S^Co. ffweRAL ^V^e-wrs. 
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*f brown by^^T 
PATlMTtALL 
tXTeN5tONDUPLeXi 
L-AnPS, 

m\ fDUPJDose-k- 

F. MOHR & CO., 



MANUFACTURERS OF 



ParlorFurntture 

Patent Rockers, Hall- 
stands, Tables, &c. 

OflOice and Warerooms, 
50 ELIZABETH STREET, NEW YOBK. 

Factory, 48, 50, 52, 54 Elizabeth St. 



JJlMLWDRFflM!; 




Send for our new book on the 
Open Fire Place and its Sur- 
roundings, containing illustra- 
tions of the finest series of Fire 
Place Linings ever offered, 
including designs by Elihu 
Vedder and other artists. 
Mailed free on receipt of 4 cents in stamps. 
SMITH & ANTHONY STOVE CO. 
5S & 54 Union St., - - Boston, MaBA* 



lyjORSE g LEVATOR yyORKS 

MORSE, WILLIAMS & CO. 

Successors to CL21(I & M0E3B, Builders of all Einde of 

PASSENGER AND FREIGHT 




Automatio Hatch Doors 

A SPECIALTY. 
Send for Illustrated Circular. 



Office, 411 CHERRY ST. 

\Vorks,Frankford Av., Wildey 

and Shackamaxon Sts., 

PlllLADKLPHIA. 



N.r.0fflce,108 Liberty Street. 



HINTS AND NOTIONS. 

Readers vM please mention The Decorator 
AND Furnisher in vrriting our advertisers. 

"Writing: Bureau or Secretary. It is 
noticeable that this fashionable and ordinarily 
handsome piece of furniture is a comparatively 
recent return to the old bureau, at which ladies 
wrote their letters and reckoned up their ac- 
counts a hundred years since, superseding the 
raising up of the cover of a desk, and reaching 
round to drawers at each side. The modem 
production, with certain improvements, chiefly 
mechanical, resembles its predecessor In bein^ 
intended for business purposes as well as the 
mere scribbling of a note, and therefore is 
properly fitted up for papers and memoranda of 
all kinds. The old fashioned secretary, by the 
way, was only thought of for home use, and 
did not find its way into business establish- 
ments ; but papers and account books could 
be arranged in drawers and pigeon holes facing 
the writer, the entire contents being accessible 
without changing the writer's position. Now 
we have also the side compartments beneath 
the desk, admirably arranged, in some in- 
stances capable of being bodily swung open, 
flanking the sitter on each side. Improvements 
to meet every requirement would appear to 
have reached the acme of excellence. 

Bound Windows. Several architects 
have taken to introducing round windows for 
first floor rooms, leaving windows on other tiers 
of the ordinary size ; this for seaside dwellings. 
We cannot satisfy ourselves that they are right 
architecturally or artistically. These windows 
remind one of burrowing animals ; within the 
rooms they too strongly emphasize a feature 
which in itself is of no significance, besides 
such windows offer no facilities for graceful 
draping. A weariness of set forms does not al- 
ways lead to commendable originality. 

Harble Hosaics. The great variety of 
hues in marble has in all times supplied grand 
sources of decoration in so blending them in 
mosaic form as to increase the beauty of con- 
structive designs. This form of decoration is 
particularly gaining ground in mantels, in the 
representation of flowers, birds, insects and 
other suitable ornaments, such as Inaf or star 
paterae and such like conventional forms. 

IjOSS of Metallic Lustre. Metals often 
lose lustre owing to oxides forming on their 
surface. This film may be removed by dipping 
the articles into a cold solution of five parts of 
oil of vitriol, two and a half parts of nitric acid, 
and two drachms of spirits of salts. 

Decorative Desigmingr. The secret of 
power in good designing consists in a mastery 
of the geometrical lines of the composition. 
Obtaining symmetry In essentials one need not 
maintain regularly in details which nature 
varies freely to Infinity. 

Bric-a-Brac. Many an article in bric-a- 
brac, which in itself would attract little or no 
notice, may often be rendered of service as sup- 
plying a particular link in a beautiful collection 
of objects. 

Italian Sideboard. An Italian sideboard 
recently Imported introduces for the back of 
topmost shelf a mirror in shield form, support- 
ed by dragons. 



THE CELEBRATED 



PIANOS 



SOHMER 



PIANOS 



ARE AT PRESENT THE MOST POPULAR 

And preferred by the leading artists 

Musical authorities and critics prefer the "SOHlSflCEB" Pianos, and they are purchased by 
those possessing refined musical taste and appreciating the richest quality of tone and the 
highest perfection generally in a Piano. 

THE SOHMER PIANOS ARE USED IN THE FOLLOWING INSTITUTIONS : 

Convent of the Sacred Heart, Manhattan ville, N. Y. 

New York College of Music. Villa de Sales Convent, Long Island. 

Vogt's Conservatory of Music. New York Normal Conservatoky of >Iusic. 

A.rnold'8 Conservatory of Music, Brooklyn. Villa Maria Convent, Montreal. 

Philadelphia Conservatory of Music. 

And most all of the leading first-class theatres in New York and Brooklyn. 

Beceived First Prize at Centennial Exhibition, PhUadelpbia, 1876. 
Beceived First Prize at Exhibition, Montreal, Canada, 1881 and 1882. 

SOHMER & CO., 

MANUFACTURERS OF GRAND, SQUARE AND UPRIGHT PIANOFORTES, 

Warerooms: 149,151,153,155 E. 14th St.', N.Y. 



E T. HARRIS, 

PRESIDENT. 



W. H. WINSLOW, 

TREASURER. 



F. A. WINSLOW. 

sec'y a constructor. 



THE HARRIS & WINSLOW CO., 

Architectural Iron, Brass and 
Bronze Work, 

99, loi, 103, 105, 107 & 109 West Monroe Street, 
CHICAGO. 



August Ledig. 



Richard A. Ledig. 



C. W. Ledig. 



A. LEDIG & SON, 



jManufacturers of 

ART METAL WORK, 

Silver. Nickle Silver and BRASS GOODS. 
Metal SPINNING from half inch to 72 inches diameter. 

RAILROAD CAR and SHIP TRIMMINGS. 
Brass and Bronze Grills for Doors, Bank Wickets, etc. 

OFFICES, WINDOWS and STOOP RAILINGS. 
Silver and Nickle Plating. 



240 TO 248 NORTH EIGHTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

• ROOFINC ^^^ STEEP OR FLAT ROOFS. 

; Can be put on by any person. 




THOUSANDS OF ROLLS SOLD ANNUALLY FOR 

BUILDINGS OF EVERY D:2SCRIPTI0N. 

SEND FOR NEW CIRCULAR, CONTAINING PRICE 

LIST AND REFERENCES. 

AGENTS WANTED. 

M. EHRET, Jr. & CO., 

SoleManufaotitkj:: , 

423 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 



Joseph Burroughs. 



Eluah Mountfobd 



BURROUGHS & MOUNTFORD, 

Trenton, New Jersey, 



U. S. A. 



AMEBICAN THIN PORCELAIN. 
THIN WHITE GRANITE. 

HOTEL PORCELAIN. 



DECORATED 

DINNER, TEA AND 

TOILET WARE. 



WHETF riLE FOR WALLS AND BATH ROOMS. 

DECORATED HEARTH AND MANTEL TILES. 
ARTISTIC TILE. 



EAGLE POTTERY. 



PATENT TILE WORKS. 



AIENCEJ^rct no 

i IN ROYAL WORCESTER 




SEVRES 



MINTON 




ROYAL 



DRESDEN 



DECORATIONS. 

56 Murray St. 

NEW YORK. 



FACTOKY. GREENPOINT. L. I. 



^HB DBGOI^AIPOI^ and FUI^NISHEI^. 



FRANK W. LOCKWOOD, 

Manufacturer of 

Refrigerators, 

WATER COOLERS, COMMODES, 
BLACKING CASES 

AND 

HOUSE FURNISHING WOODEN 
WARE. 

Office, No. 240 South Second Street, 
PHIIiADELPHIA. PA. 

So as she sat at her wheel one afternoon in the 

autumn, 
AJden, who opposite sat, and was watching her 

dexterous fingers, 
Ajs if the thread she was spinning were that of his 

life and his fortune/'— Longfellow. 



J 


Sg 


rZ 


hs 


^9 


<f\ 


wW 


m^ 


< 




^ 


< . 


Qh 


DC^ 


hW 


SiS 


fflcc; 


^(^ 


p^ 






THE OLD FLAX SPINNING 
WHEEL CHAIR. 

In its construction every part of the wheel is used. 
Novel, Artistic, Durable. 

Made in Oak and Cherry $20 00 

Made in Mahogany 25 00 

Made in GCt : 40 00 

LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE TRADE. 

WM. B. SAVAGE, 
No. 43 West Street, Boston, Mass. 



THE AMERICAN CONTRACTOR. 

A BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 
THE ONLY PUBLICATION OF ITS KIND. 

The object of this publication is to furnish infor- 
mation in advance of contracts, to Architects, 
BuilderSf Contractors, Decorators, Painters, Roof- 
ers, Manufacturers, Producers, Investors, Bank- 
ers, Plumbers, Oas Fitters, Sewer Builders, Bridge 
Builders, Insurance Men, Real Estate Men, Lum- 
bermen, Foundrymen, Hardware Men, Iron Men, 
Railroad Men, Suyplymen, Etc. 

No one of the aoove named can afford to do 
without this Advance Information. 

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY 

BY 

B. EI>WARI>S & CO., 

Times Building, Chicago, 111. 

We have an able corps of Editors, Special Cor- 
respondents and Beporters throughout the U. S. 
and Canada ; receive news daily by letter or wire, 
and besides, we receive daily about 1,000 papers ; 
these alone are valued at over $20,000 per annum. 

We ftumish Special Information to Yearly 
Subscribers only. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 

TO ANY PART OF THE UNITED STATES OB CANADA. 

WEEKLY edition: 

One Copy, one Year, post-paid, in Advance, $5 00 

six months, " " 3 00 

« three " " " 2 00 

MONTHLY EDITION: 

JBlrst Saturday in each Month. 

One Copy, one Year, post-paid, in Advance, $2 00 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

BEIiONGINO TO THE POSTAIi UNION. 

One Copy, one Year, post-paid, in Advance, $6 00 

six months, « " 3 60 

Fresh sample copies not for sale. 

Sample Copy, 3 or 4 weeks old, free. 

Were it not for our valuable advertising space, 

tiie price of this publication would be $50. 



HINTS AND NOTIONS, 

Old Pumiture. There is almost visible 
limit to the amount of old furniture that can 
be brought into the market, for at the rate at 
which It is now being hunted up by dealers and 
collectors, it will be difficult to obtain any sup 
ply in a few years. Valuable articles of the 
kind in possession of solid construction and at- 
tractive form are rapidly appreciating in value, 
although none of it is probably of unapproach- 
able merit. The Wardour Street manufactu- 
rers of LondoD of old furniture have never 
found much patronage in this country, their 
tricks, such as putting a fragment of old work 
with new, of burning in worm holes on panels 
and styles, and darkening oak with ammoniacal 
fumes and staining even mahogany, to give it 
"age," being thoroughly well known. Our 
fashionable cabinet and upholstery makers 
have, however, discovered that the passion for 
old furniture is not a mere caprice, that it is 
quite distinct from the taste for collecting 
antiquities, and has its root in a genuine pref- 
erence for certain types of furniture which 
were made about a century ago, and are conse- 
quently aiming to supply these types as well as 
their predecessors. 

Furniture in Place. An article of furni- 
ture is undeniably influenced by its surround- 
ings. In looking at an article of furniture in a 
dealer's shop, one may be struck with the color 
or delicacy of marquetry, or with the simplicity 
or sharpness of carving, or some decided grace 
of design, or happy employment of material, 
and may be satisfied that it is just what is 
wanted for a particular recess; but we have 
known a piece of furniture so selected discom- 
pose a whole room despite its merit, and losing 
half its attraction when put into position in 
the vacant space, simply because it does not 
suit the character of the room, or the special 
characteristic of the rest of the furniture and 
accessories. 

Etching: Shells. The pleasing pastime of 
sketching landscape, water and other scenes on 
shells may be thus carried out : Dip the shell 
into a preparation of melted wax and glue, and 
apply a layer of varnish blackened in a flame. 
The design is marked oui with a stencil point, 
and acetic, diluted nitric or hydrochloric acid 
poured on the shell. The acid eats into the 
shell where not protected by the varnish. The 
varnish is then rubbed off with turpentine. 




J. E. WALL, 

Manufacturer of 

BAMBOO 
FURNITURE 



Bamboo Easels, Fire 

Screens, Folding 

Screens, Curtain Poles 

and other Novelties 

made from Japanese, Chinese and India Bamboo. 

SEND FOR CATALOGUE. 

73 CORNHILL, Boston, Mass. 



AMTipE : FUI(iTUI(E 

Manufacturer, 
Dining - Room 

AND 

Library 
Furniture. 

MATHY, 

24 Reed's Block, 458 Harrison Avenue, 
BOSTON. 




Sheppard Knapp & Co., 

SIXTH AVENUE VnD THIRTEENTH STREET, 



NEW YORK, 

JOBBERS AND RETAILERS OF 



C arpets and \] pholstery Goods. 

"VVe invite attention to our extensive stock, which embraces the latest styles of all the leading makes 
and grades of Carpets, Oil Cloths. Mattings and Upholstery Goods, which we offer at the 
lowest market rates. 

NOTICE TO OUT OF TOWN MERCHANTS.— Our large and varied stock enables us 
to offer special facilities to merchants throughout the country to send us their orders, which we will flU 
promptly, and cut the goods in quantities to suit, at an advance of from two and a half to five cents per 
yard above the manufacturers' price list. 

OUR SPECIALTY.— From our Sample and Exhibitor Department, merchtrnts in every town, 
not wishing to carry a stock, can secure their home trade by selling from samples from our stock with 
the aid of the Patent Carpet Exhibitor or Design Multiplier. For circulars, address 

H. K. LA FORGE, 

Care SHEPPABD KNAPP & CO., Sixth Avenue and Thirteenth St., New York. 



AVEMYSS BROS. &. CO., 



MANUFACTURERS OF' 



CHAMBER FURNITURE, SIDEBOARDS 
AND CHIFFONIERS, 

IN 

Antique and Modern Designs, 

82 to 98 CANAL STREET, 

171 to 177 Friend Street, 
BOSTON. 

CHAS. H. GILMAN & CO., 

(Successors to GIL-MAN, TUTTLE <& CO.) 

ARTISTIC 

Sideboards -%- and ^ Tables, 

86 Washington St., Boston. 



BOSTON ■% GEM i TOWEL * RACK. 



BRASS, Nickel 




AND WOOD. 



MANUFACTURED BY 



FRANK RUMRILL, 92 PEARL STREET, BOSTON. 

Also, Brass Rails for Cabinets, Book-oases. Desks, Etc. 



ESTABLISHED 1 780. 



A. B. & E. L. SHA^V, 

Successors to Shaw, Applin & Co., 



MANUFACTURERS OF 



^ FINE I PARLOR r FURNITURE ♦ 

ODD CHAIRS A SPECIALTY. 

Also Manufacturers of Church and Lodge Furniture. 
CATALOGUES OF CHURCH AND LODGE FURNITURE MAILED ON APPLICATION. 

27 Sudbury and 69 Port^and Streets, Boston. 




Mellish, . Byfield & Co., 

Manufacturers of 

Modern & Antique Chairs, 

IN MAHOGANY, OAK, CHERRY, WALNUT, ETC., 

No. 20 Charlestown Street, Boston, Mass. 



Pactory, 
Cor. Albany and Sharon St., Boston. 



Tucker Manufacturing Company 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

BRASS AND IRON BEDSTEADS, 
WIRE MATTRESSES, SPRING BEDS, 

Mantel and Folding Beds. 

Wood, ^A^oven \Arire and Canvas Folding Cots. 

No. 70 WASHINGTON STREET, ... - BOSTON. 

LIVERUS HULL, President. C. W. BROWN, Treasurer. 



Samuel Hayward, 

2y Motte Street . - . - . Boston, Mass. 



MANUFACTURER OF 



HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 

TO ORDER, 

Solicits one reliable dealer from each large city, to buy and sell his 
goods as a specialty. 



SQUIRES' 

Automatic Sofa Bed. 



MATTRESS AND SPRINGS SEPARATE. 
WARRANTED THE BEST. 
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SIDNEY SQUIRES & CO., 

Sole Manufacturers, 

267 TREMONT ST., opposite HoUis St., BOSTON, MASS. 



100 



